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Centennial Celebration Tom Blackwood
IS a Huge Success! Announces Retirement

The Centennial committee, chaired Qy Each issue of Pen Friends features a park
park naturalist, Kathleen Harris, startgd employee in the “get to know the staff”
planning Peninsula State Park’s Centennjal column. This time we dedicate the column
celebration three years ago. Everything to Tom Blackwood who has announced his
came together seamlessly in 2009. The retirement after almost 30 years of service at
Park’s Centennial dedication program held Peninsula State Park.

on June 7, 2009 at the Nicolet Bay
amphitheater was the centerpiece of this
celebration. But there was much morg.
There were art exhibits, a musical revue to
celebrate Peninsula’'s 100 birthday
performed by the American Folklore
Theatre, historical presentations, a “so
many memories” geocache for th
technically inclined who know how t
operate global positioning system (GP$)
units, a Peninsula 100 Club in whic
participants completed tasks that would
earn them a hiking shield for their hikin
stick and much more.

Continued on page two.

Continued on page three.
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Tom Blackwood Retirement(continued from page one) — Tom'’s letter to theifds follows:

Well, we made it through another busy season...a exgiting season at that. The last
remaining leaves are off the trees, and the finay/lweekend is history. Crews are busy closing
down water systems, readying winter trails, patiouildings, trimming roads, removing
launching piers, and engaging in all those thitngd tannot be done when the facilities are in a
state of constant use.

It is no surprise that 2009 was a memorable yeéafe put talk of budget freezes and staff
cutbacks on a back burner and celebrated our Hftiday. Thanks to the Friends for all they
did in making this celebration a resounding succé&athleen’s proactive efforts three years ago
certainly paid off!

Budgetary concerns will continue for at least apteunore years. The Park has yet to receive
its annual allotment, requiring managers to useciystal ball” in estimating fiscal year
expenditure levels. That's state government ireiraf duress. Overall, what matters is that park
visitors continue to have a positive, safe expegeisomething that we all deliver consistently.

During these tough times, the Friends of PeninSikte Park thrived, and helped Peninsula
“survive.” Active involvement of the Friends inghremoval of garlic mustard and Eurasian
honeysuckle continue “on track” towards its goakohtainment of invasive species. Ongoing
assistance of Friends at the Nature Center andad@aents such as the Spooktacular Hike, the
Half Marathon, and the Camp Host Jamboree added highlights to a banner year. Financial
assistance towards the purchases of equipmenthentlimding of many worthwhile initiatives
continue as the membership numbers increase argtdhp matures. As | write this letter plans
are being finalized for the possible partnershifhwhe Nicolet Beach Concessions and State
Stewardship funds for the construction of an opeslzelter at Nicolet Bay. Now, that will be
progress, should it come to pass!

| am disappointed to report that the new showeldmg at Nicolet Beach was not completed as
expected. However, | have received promises thvatlibe built by next summer.

I’'m sure most of you have heard by now that | atiringy from state service as of December 28
after 30 years with the Department of Natural Resesj mostly at Peninsula. | chose a very
exciting year to retire, and | feel very positivboat where the park has come and, more
importantly, where it is going. Having a greatffstand partners like the Friends, PGA, AFT and
the Door County Historical Society lead me to badi¢hat the park, even during hard times, will
be in good hands. | certainly hope to enjoy thek paore than ever during my retirement, and
will surely see all of you regularly while doing.sd want to thank the Friends for all that
they've done since 2007 and look forward to alltthau will do in the years ahead. Your
generosity, sacrifice and love of Peninsula hasgooe unnoticed. Keep on doing what you're
doing!

Tom Blackwood — Superintendent, Peninsula Statk PE983 to 2009

Members of the Friends board gathered with maniaoh’s other friends at the Ephraim Village
Hall on November 15 to wish Tom the best in higaetent and express their thanks for his
years of dedication to Peninsula State Park.
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Centennial Celebration(continued from page one)

Sunday, June 7, dawned cloudy, windy and cold. dite curtains on the Centennial tent at
Nicolet Bay provided shelter. The Newtonburg BrBssid played music that helped everyone
forget about the weather outside.

No one expected a large crowd because of the weakttmvever, by 12:30 pm, people began to
fill the seats at the amphitheater. By 1:00 pmammgphitheater was full! In his opening remarks,
Tom Blackwood said, “One thing is certain. Whem y@ave a celebration on a day like today,
when it's 47 degrees with a 35 mile per hour nashevind, everybody who is here really wants
to be here!”

A summary of the event tells the whole story:
290 root beer floats
240 slices of cake
400 at the dedication ceremony
150 more at the tent
Being there . . . Priceless!

Wood Wind Eco-tivity
(Photo on page 5)

Something wonderful happened in Tennison Bay fromgust 14 to August 28.
Environmental sculptor and Door County residentn [Bagelke, installed a 20-piece kinetic
floating sculpture entitledVood Wind While that was wonderful in itself, what was lyru
wonderful was the outpouring of volunteers who geany hours of their time to oversee and
protect this inspiring work of art.

During the summer of Peninsula Park’s Centenni&l@ation, the Friends put in many hours to
make this, as well as other activities, a huge esgc Michelle Kemp, Friends’ Volunteer

Coordinator, states, “l just wanted to take timsetto remember all of you who so willingly

offered yourself and your time when asked.”
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2009 in Review — Some of the Things the Friends hbeld with this Year:

Friends contributed $2,000 to fund Centennial mtsj@nd $1,200 to treat phragmites along
Peninsula’s shoreline.

Dianne Trenchard raised $10,000 to commisSionsets and S’'morea) American Folklore
Theatre musical revue, produced to help celebratenBula’s Centennial.

The Friends helped kick off the Centennial yearhvan entry in the Fish Creek Winter
Festival Parade and helped staff a Friends Tall@saévent.

The Friends provided volunteers to assist with @aadlelight Ski, staff the Nature Center
each Monday from mid-May to mid-October, assisthwitte October Spooktacular Hike,
monitor activity at the Tennison Balood WindEco-tivity and assist with the Friends of
Wisconsin State Parks Volunteer Jamboree which dhotogether over 120 State Park
System volunteers and campground hosts for a ttageelebration.

The Friends scheduled invasive work days to hetfgrobgarlic mustard at the Eagle Bluff
Lighthouse and Skyline Road triangle area, twosatba Friends “adopted” at the request of
the park. Additional work days concentrated onligamustard at other locations and
removal of invasive honeysuckle along Shore Road.

Our first membership renew drive was completed. haee 255 members: 11 business, 87
family (each counts as two members), 35 individarad 35 life members. Memberships and
other donations have raised $41,500 since the dsierganized in 2007.

Friends volunteers assisted with the park dedingpiamgram and produced a DVD of the
event for historical purposes. Friends presid&drm Aulabaugh, served as master of
ceremonies and Friends member, Dave Hackett, wav/dils Centennial Montageat the
ceremony.

Friends president, Norm Aulabaugh, delivered ati@l full house at the Gibraltar Historical
Society on the making of Peninsula’s Centenniakid

Six Friends members participated in tAalking Tombstonesvent at Blossomburg
Cemetery: Doolittle Legacy by Carol Hackett, Dogothalvorsen by Trissa Crowley, Ranger
Newberry by Jan Wolowicz, Dr. William Sneebergerigrm Aulabaugh, and Vida Weborg
by Sue Klopfenstein. Jim Wolowicz staffed the giregtable.

The Friends partnered with the
Peninsula Golf Associates to
purchase a stump grinder for the park.

The Friends purchased megaphones for
the camp hosts to use in emergency
situations... or to communicate with your
hubby as camp hosts Dean & Kay
Erickson demonstrate!
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The Friends Year in Pictures

Dianne Trenchard shares a
s’'more with Doc Heide at the
opening night of
Sunsets and S’'mores.

Gene Tiser, left, accepts the “Bes Dick Wilcox & Dan McCutchin
Family Camp Site” award from the install a new entrance sign.
Friends of Wisconsin State Parks Friends partnered with the
president John Waring, center, an  Peninsula Golf Associates to
DNR secretary Matt Frank, right. purchase two signs.

Gail Anderson presents Kathleen Gary Kemp holds the “Friends Friends volunteers gather prior to

Harris with a “thank-you bouquet® At Work” sign with his Invasive the Spooktacular Hike.
at the park dedication program. Species Control Team.
Dave Hackett's montage First Light. _
celebrates Peninsula’s Centennial. Dan Engelke created/ood Wind
Sales of the montage print sculptures to help celebrate
contributed to this year's record Peninsula’s Centennial--seen in
merchandise sales. Prints are place at Tennison Bay. Norm Aulabaugh portrays

Doc Sneeberger dialking

available at the Park office. Tombstones.
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Two Door County Artists, Both Friends Members, Crede CentennialArt
Wood WindWrap-up — Dan Engelke

The idea to creaté&/ood Windobegan several years agour families have had a long tradition of enjoying
the State Park, and as an artist | get inspirethbydynamic splendor of it. When | realized 2009 ilze
100" anniversary of the Park, | was convinced this thasyear to create this work.

Artists traditionally produce works using permanefijects (e.g., paints, paper, textile, metal, chayl
stone), and often they are referred to as “theefnomoment.” My art differs in that it is more oflige
performance lasting a relatively short time. I'ne husion between a sculptor and a conductor. Instnis
are created unique to the time and location andeireut to perform at a site. Like a conductdredin and
end their performance. The musical score is dedivdyy nature itself. Thusiood Windwas created to
elevate an awareness of Tennison Bay in real timdeaatual life.

The sculptures were made from local woods; ashcaddr. Lights were solar powered LED'’s.
The top sections were a white stretch fabric. dtethworking on the sculptures in April and worKatltime
on them until the opening in August.

Because of the size and shape of the work andetitiags in which they are placed, it takes manyppeto
help make these projects successful. It was neréifit with\Wood Wind In the past, university students
were recruited to help. This year Jean dependebbaal volunteers, and more than sixty people stéppe
forward. They came from a variety of places, inabgdmany from the Friends group of Peninsula State
Park. We were overwhelmed at the response. It waxeiting time for us; we hope it was for you too.

Photo on page 5. For more information visit: wwandngelke.com.

Centennial Montage — Dave Hackett

When the Centennial Committee decided that a famging "poster” in commemoration of this significan
event be developed, | was honored by the suggetitain do a design or painting. As a "retired"igesr

and illustrator, | decided this was a "godsend"llenge, considering that my wife's grandfather,
A.E. Doolittle, was the first superintendent of ek and was responsible for the development afynad

the park’s roads, trails, overlooks, tower(s), godiurse, etc. It was exciting to think that I, lgpithe
beneficiary of meeting Carol when we were teenagatseventually marrying her, was now in a positmn
give something back to this wonderful park by domata painting celebrating 100 years as a Wisconsin
State Park.

With Carol's help, | researched books and histbapzhives about the park's development and cameitip
a concept based on images of 100 years of popcgaes and activities in the park. | then sketcledected
images into a montage composition in preparatiomot@ watercolor painting. | wanted this paintinddok
like a vintage poster, thus | hand lettered althef words and phrases rather than relying on typegel

decided that all of the "older" images be in a aefpine rather than full color to portray a feeliof
yesteryear, times past.

| worked on this painting over a period of threemths and, in all honesty, felt an unexpected pressu
because | knew how much it meant to my wife Canal er obvious close connection to the park. When t
painting was completed, | felt satisfied that ittpayed the celebration of 100 years of pleasuck@auty
for thousands of people. It was my great fortumbé a part of this Centennial celebration.

Photo on page 5. For more information visit: wwackettgallery.com.
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Skiing to Sven'’s Bluff
By John and Susan Brauer

In the winter most of the roads in Peninsula SRdek are covered with deep snow, including
Skyline Road to Sven’s Bluff. The only plowed redbr automobiles and bicycles consists of
portions of Shore Road linked by Bluff Road. Tda tgeother parts of the snow-covered park
one must use skis, snowmobiles, or snowshoes.

Skiing is our favorite way to enjoy winter in Pesita State Park and is the only way (other than
snowmobiles) to reach Sven’s Bluff. Sven’s Blidfaccessible via an extension to the Purple
Loop ski trail. You can park your car at Lot 3 @alle the Purple Loop from there. We prefer a
longer route from the Park Office (Lot 1). Afteurphasing the necessary trail pass, you can ski
from Lot 1 starting on the White Loop, which is oofethe easiest trails in the park. Its only
hills are small ones near Weborg Marsh. Continuamgthe White Loop leads you to an
intersection where the Brown Loop continues striagdiead. The Brown Loop goes up to the
steep Niagara Escarpment, where a sign advisesvetrob skis. Reaching the top, you may
want to rest on the small bench kindly providedhy fine park staff.

Continuing north along the Brown Loop, you follokettop of the Escarpment (called Hemlock
Trail in the summer) with fine views of the distane-covered Green Bay. After crossing
Middle Road (watch for snowmobiles!) proceed nodhivto a trail intersection. Turn left and
you come to one of our favorite downhills. It's niked “caution—steep hill” on the top, and can
indeed be dangerous especially when icy. Butefdls a nice coating of powdery snow we find
it quite safe and loads of fun. Be sure to remertie purported words of an anonymous French
ski instructor: “Bend ze knees—five dollars pldase

At the bottom of the hill, go straight ahead anliibie the Purple Loop past Lot 3 and then up the
hill toward Sven’s Bluff. It's quite a climb, anzh your way up you must be sure to turn left at
the sign marked “Sven’s Vista.” Turning right is s&ortcut, but we highly recommend
continuing upward to Sven’s Bluff. You can see vitts/worth the trip in this photo we took on
Sven’s Bluff in February 2009.

The view from Sven’s BIluff is
wonderful year around, especially
when the sun is setting. But this
view is particularly special for
those who make the extra effort to
visit the bluff in winter.

John and Susan Brauer are charter
Friends members and enthusiastic
users of everything Peninsula Ste
Park offers. In the spring, summer
and fall, you will find them hiking
or bicycling in the park. In the
winter, they will be on their skies.
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Friends of Peninsula State Park — Financial Report
Fiscal year ending October 31, 2009

Beginning Cash Balance, November 1, 2008 $67,231.6
Ending Cash Balance, October 31, 2009 $92,325.17

The largest source of income this year came frarstile of Centennial merchandise. Kathleen
Harris, in her report delivered at the Friends Aadndeeting in September, explained how she
was advised to “brand” items to be sold as Cens#mmerchandise. A Centennial graphic was
developed for this purpose, which was printed orstn@entennial merchandise. Merchandise
sales soared! Friends Treasurer Carol Aulabaugtgzed at the huge and frequent bank
deposits being made from merchandise sales, askedBarnowsky at the park office what was
selling so well to produce these fantastic resultane answered the question easily, “Anything
with the Centennial graphic!” Merchandise salegankover $26,000 this last year!

Major sources of income over $500 (amounts roundeckarest 100 dollars):

Merchandise Sales . .............ceeee..... $26,000
Donations . . ... 10,600
Memberships, new and renew . . ... ... ..... 6,600

Grants . . ... . e e 3,300
INterest . ... ... e 500

Major cash outlays over $500 (amounts roundecdtmast $100 dollars):

Funds forSunsets and S’moresusical revue . . . $10,000
Hiring of a Centennial archive assistant. ........ 2,800
Invasive control supplies and contracted work ... 2,000
Funds provided for Centennial events . . . ....... 1,700
Purchase of stump grinder . ................... 1,500
Newsletters and brochures . .. ...... .......... 1,200
Newentry Sign . ... e 1,000
Postage and office supplies ....... ........... 800

The Friends are in a strong financial position mvenforward into next year. There are many
good projects in the planning stages. Watch fersgpring newsletter with more news!

Why Are Interpretive Programs Important? — Some Qudes

“In the end, we will conserve what we love. Wedowvhat we understand. We will understand
what we are taught.” Baba Dioum - Senegalese@mvientalist.

“Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lothimg is going to get better. It's not.” From
the Dr. Seuss Environmental Children’s Clas$le Lorax.
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Friends Business Members
Let the following businesses know you appreciagr thupport of the Friends!

Nicolet Bay Concessions

This fully stocked camp store, snack bar, Shanty &athing shop and rental facility featuring bitss, salil
boats, paddle boats, kayaks and canoes is locat®étiamlet Bay Beach in Peninsula State Park. Wédx si
www.kayakdoorcounty.com/nicoletbeach.htm.

Parkwood Lodge

Parkwood Lodge features affordable, family-frien@lgor County lodging. The lodge features 60 rooms,
large indoor pool, whirlpool, grills, picnic areplayground, tennis courts and lots of open spacpldg!
Located at 3775 State Highway 42, midway betweenRish Creek and golf course entrances and directly
across from Peninsula State Park, Parkwood Lodge the center of everything in northern Door Cgunt
www.parkwoodlodge.com

Thomas Pfeifer Insurance

Thomas Pfeifer Insurance can assist you with yoo,ehomeowners, business, health & life or groaplth
insurance needs. The agency is located conveyiahiThe Professional Center, 10589 S. HighlanddRoa
Suite 2, Sister Bay, Wisconsin. For more informativisit their web site: www.thomaspfeifer.com.

Ecology Sports

Ecology Sports clothing, gear store and Ba@senp Coffee Bar is located at 10904 Highway 42mdiit2 mile
north of the Sister Bay Marina, in Sister Bay. Bgy Sports features clothing, books, accessonescanoes
to get out there and have a great time interactmth the Earth's natural elements. Web site:
www.ecologysports.com.

Nor Door Sport and Cyclery

Nor Door Sport and Cyclery is located at 4007 Higgwi2 Fish Creek, WI, close to the Fish Creek ec&do
Peninsula State Park. Featuring bike rentals ale$ @long with bike accessories and clothing, Dioor also
handles winter rentals of skies, snowshoes and sides. For more information, visit their web site
www.nordoorsports.com.

Wild Tomato Wood-Fired Pizza and Grille

Located at 4023 State Highway 42 within a stonesvilof the Fish Creek entrance to Peninsula Statk, Phe
Wild Tomato features appetizers, salads, sandwjclesd-fired pizza and a children’s menu. Freskeba
goods are also available including sourdough brdetked in the wood-fired grill. Web site:
www.wildtomatopizza.com.

Gibraltar Grill

Located on Hwy 42, 3993 Main St. in Fish Creek, @Gibraltar Grill offers casual family dining feaing
entrées of rib eye steak, grilled salmon, pan-viedleye, pasta, and specialty sandwiches. Lunchdmner is
served in the dining room, the screened porch stihe fireplace and the beautifully landscapedpati

Web Site: www.gibraltargrill.com
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On Deck Clothing

On Deck's sense of style has become a Door Cotanrtgard for the classic, casual clothing that béemght

in with the relaxed local landscape. On Deck st@ee located in Sister Bay, across from the SBégr
Bowl; in Fish Creek at 4168 Main St.; and in Stanyday at the corner of®3and Jefferson Streets. Web
Site: www.ondeckclothing.com

Homestead Suites

Door County lodging at its finest—the Homestead€®uis your best location for a Door County vaadtio
You can find our hotel resort easily on Main Strdé06 State Hwy 42, Fish Creek, with all the restats
and shops nearby. In addition, our hotel and cordtals have Peninsula State Park as our backyarghu
can practically bike, hike, or cross country sghtifrom your door. Web Site: www.homesteadsuitas.c

Door County Kayak Tours

Kayak Tours is located at the top of the hill wHeaving Egg Harbor going south in the beautiful log
building on your right. Door County Kayak tourslwneet and exceed your expectations. When you go
kayaking with a Guided Door County Kayak Tour yoill Wwe able to relax and take in some of the most
beautiful scenery in the Midwest. In this fast-pheeorld of work, traffic, kids and life, we undeasid how
important quality travel is these days. Web Site/w.doorcountykayaktours.com

The Cookery

The Cookery, located at 4135 Hwy 42 in downtowrhF¥eek, has a spectacular menu, great employees
who work hard to make every part of your dining eéxgnce special, and wonderful pastries and baked
goods for you to take home. You may call us alitilased, though; after all, we put in a lot obaffand use

the finest ingredients to prepare each meal. Wb 8ww.cookeryfishcreek.com

About The Friends

The Friends assist Peninsula State Park by supgplfinds and volunteer help to complement park
programs. Pen Friends summarizes the Friends volunteer and monetaryribotibns at Peninsula State
Park for all Friends members. The full and partetipark staff, along with other volunteers and rpas--
e.g. camp hosts, Peninsula Golf Associates, Amerkealklore Theatre, Door County Historical Society,
etc.-- make the Peninsula experience what it satgnterpretive programs, camping, hiking, bikigglfing,
skiing, and other activities that draw thousandshie park every year. The Friends are a piecéhisf
picture and serve to enhance the park experieRedti Podgers said it well in an article about plagk in
Door County Magazing “The Friends of Peninsula State Park . . . aveiafl to the continuing health and
well-being of the park.” Thank you for being a

For more information about the Friends and the 20@®tennial celebration, visit the Friends web:site
www.PeninsulaFriends.org



