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Centennial Celebration 
is a Huge Success! 

 
The Centennial committee, chaired by 
park naturalist, Kathleen Harris, started 
planning Peninsula State Park’s Centennial 
celebration three years ago.  Everything 
came together seamlessly in 2009.    The 
Park’s Centennial dedication program held 
on June 7, 2009 at the Nicolet Bay 
amphitheater was the centerpiece of this 
celebration.  But there was much more.  
There were art exhibits, a musical revue to 
celebrate Peninsula’s 100th birthday 
performed by the American Folklore 
Theatre, historical presentations, a “so 
many memories” geocache for the 
technically inclined who know how to 
operate global positioning system (GPS) 
units, a Peninsula 100 Club in which 
participants completed tasks that would 
earn them a hiking shield for their hiking 
stick and much more.   
 

Continued on page three. 
 
 

Tom Blackwood 
Announces Retirement 

 
Each issue of Pen Friends features a park 
employee in the “get to know the staff” 
column.  This time we dedicate the column 
to Tom Blackwood who has announced his 
retirement after almost 30 years of service at 
Peninsula State Park.  
 

 Continued on page two. 
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Tom Blackwood Retirement (continued from page one) – Tom’s letter to the Friends follows: 
  
Well, we made it through another busy season…a very exciting season at that.  The last 
remaining leaves are off the trees, and the final busy weekend is history.   Crews are busy closing 
down water systems, readying winter trails, painting buildings, trimming roads, removing 
launching piers, and engaging in all those things that cannot be done when the facilities are in a 
state of constant use.  
 

It is no surprise that 2009 was a memorable year.  We put talk of budget freezes and staff 
cutbacks on a back burner and celebrated our 100th birthday.   Thanks to the Friends for all they 
did in making this celebration a resounding success.  Kathleen’s proactive efforts three years ago 
certainly paid off! 
 

Budgetary concerns will continue for at least a couple more years.  The Park has yet to receive 
its annual allotment, requiring managers to use a “crystal ball” in estimating fiscal year 
expenditure levels.  That’s state government in times of duress. Overall, what matters is that park 
visitors continue to have a positive, safe experience, something that we all deliver consistently.  
 

During these tough times, the Friends of Peninsula State Park thrived, and helped Peninsula 
“survive.”  Active involvement of the Friends in the removal of garlic mustard and Eurasian 
honeysuckle continue “on track” towards its goal of containment of invasive species.  Ongoing 
assistance of Friends at the Nature Center and special events such as the Spooktacular Hike, the 
Half Marathon, and the Camp Host Jamboree added more highlights to a banner year.  Financial 
assistance towards the purchases of equipment and the funding of many worthwhile initiatives 
continue as the membership numbers increase and the group matures.  As I write this letter plans 
are being finalized for the possible partnership with the Nicolet Beach Concessions and State  
Stewardship funds for the construction of an open air shelter at Nicolet Bay.  Now, that will be 
progress, should it come to pass!  
 

I am disappointed to report that the new shower building at Nicolet Beach was not completed as 
expected.  However, I have received promises that it will be built by next summer.  
 
I’m sure most of you have heard by now that I am retiring from state service as of December 28 
after 30 years with the Department of Natural Resources, mostly at Peninsula.  I chose a very 
exciting year to retire, and I feel very positive about where the park has come and, more 
importantly, where it is going.  Having a great staff and partners like the Friends, PGA, AFT and 
the Door County Historical Society lead me to believe that the park, even during hard times, will 
be in good hands.  I certainly hope to enjoy the park more than ever during my retirement, and 
will surely see all of you regularly while doing so.  I want to thank the Friends for all that 
they’ve done since 2007 and look forward to all that you will do in the years ahead.  Your 
generosity, sacrifice and love of Peninsula has not gone unnoticed.  Keep on doing what you’re 
doing!   
 

Tom Blackwood – Superintendent, Peninsula State Park - 1983 to 2009 
 

Members of the Friends board gathered with many of Tom’s other friends at the Ephraim Village 
Hall on November 15 to wish Tom the best in his retirement and express their thanks for his 
years of dedication to Peninsula State Park. 
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Centennial Celebration (continued from page one) 
 
Sunday, June 7, dawned cloudy, windy and cold.  The side curtains on the Centennial tent at 
Nicolet Bay provided shelter.  The Newtonburg Brass Band played music that helped everyone 
forget about the weather outside. 

 
 
No one expected a large crowd because of the weather.  However, by 12:30 pm, people began to 
fill the seats at the amphitheater.  By 1:00 pm the amphitheater was full!  In his opening remarks, 
Tom Blackwood said, “One thing is certain.  When you have a celebration on a day like today, 
when it’s 47 degrees with a 35 mile per hour northeast wind, everybody who is here really wants 
to be here!”   
 
A summary of the event tells the whole story: 
  290 root beer floats 
  240 slices of cake 
  400 at the dedication ceremony 
  150 more at the tent  
 Being there . . . Priceless! 
       

Wood Wind Eco-tivity  
(Photo on page 5) 

 
Something wonderful happened in Tennison Bay from August 14th to August 28th.   
Environmental sculptor and Door County resident, Dan Engelke, installed a 20-piece kinetic 
floating sculpture entitled Wood Wind.  While that was wonderful in itself, what was truly 
wonderful was the outpouring of volunteers who gave many hours of their time to oversee and 
protect this inspiring work of art.   
 
During the summer of Peninsula Park’s Centennial Celebration, the Friends put in many hours to 
make this, as well as other activities, a huge success.  Michelle Kemp, Friends’ Volunteer 
Coordinator, states,  “I just wanted to take this time to remember all of you who so willingly 
offered yourself and your time when asked.” 
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2009 in Review – Some of the Things the Friends Helped with this Year: 
 

·  Friends contributed $2,000 to fund Centennial projects and $1,200 to treat phragmites along 
Peninsula’s shoreline.  

·  Dianne Trenchard raised $10,000 to commission Sunsets and S’mores, an American Folklore 
Theatre musical revue, produced to help celebrate Peninsula’s Centennial.  

·  The Friends helped kick off the Centennial year with an entry in the Fish Creek Winter 
Festival Parade and helped staff a Friends Table at this event. 

·  The Friends provided volunteers to assist with the Candlelight Ski, staff the Nature Center 
each Monday from mid-May to mid-October, assist with the October Spooktacular Hike, 
monitor activity at the Tennison Bay Wood Wind Eco-tivity and assist with the Friends of 
Wisconsin State Parks Volunteer Jamboree which brought together over 120 State Park 
System volunteers and campground hosts for a three day celebration.  

·  The Friends scheduled invasive work days to help control garlic mustard at the Eagle Bluff 
Lighthouse and Skyline Road triangle area, two areas the Friends “adopted” at the request of 
the park.  Additional work days concentrated on garlic mustard at other locations and 
removal of invasive honeysuckle along Shore Road. 

·  Our first membership renew drive was completed.  We have 255 members: 11 business, 87 
family (each counts as two members), 35 individual and 35 life members.  Memberships and 
other donations have raised $41,500 since the Friends organized in 2007. 

·  Friends volunteers assisted with the park dedication program and produced a DVD of the 
event for historical purposes.  Friends president, Norm Aulabaugh, served as master of 
ceremonies and Friends member, Dave Hackett, unveiled his Centennial Montage at the 
ceremony.   

·  Friends president, Norm Aulabaugh, delivered a talk to a full house at the Gibraltar Historical 
Society on the making of Peninsula’s Centennial Video. 

·  Six Friends members participated in the Talking Tombstones event at Blossomburg 
Cemetery: Doolittle Legacy by Carol Hackett, Dorothy Halvorsen by Trissa Crowley, Ranger 
Newberry by Jan Wolowicz, Dr. William Sneeberger by Norm Aulabaugh, and Vida Weborg 
by Sue Klopfenstein.  Jim Wolowicz staffed the greeting table. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Friends purchased megaphones for  
the camp hosts to use in emergency 

situations… or to communicate with your 
hubby as camp hosts Dean & Kay 

Erickson demonstrate! 

The Friends partnered with the 
Peninsula Golf Associates to 

     purchase a stump grinder for the park. 
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The Friends Year in Pictures 

 

Dianne Trenchard shares a 
s’more with Doc Heide at the 

opening night of                
Sunsets and S’mores. 

Gene Tiser, left, accepts the “Best 
Family Camp Site” award from the 
Friends of Wisconsin State Parks 

president John Waring, center, and 
DNR secretary Matt Frank, right. 

Dick Wilcox & Dan McCutchin 
install a new entrance sign. 
Friends partnered with the 

Peninsula Golf Associates to 
purchase two signs. 

Gail Anderson presents Kathleen 
Harris with a “thank-you bouquet“ 

 at the park dedication program. 

Gary Kemp holds the “Friends 
At Work” sign with his Invasive 

Species Control Team. 

Friends volunteers gather prior to 
the Spooktacular Hike. 

Norm Aulabaugh portrays  
Doc Sneeberger at Talking 

Tombstones. 

Dave Hackett’s montage 
celebrates  Peninsula’s Centennial.  

Sales of the montage  print 
contributed to this year’s record 
merchandise sales.  Prints are  
available at the Park office. 

First Light. 
Dan Engelke created Wood Wind 

sculptures to help celebrate 
Peninsula’s Centennial--seen in 

place at Tennison Bay. 
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Two Door County Artists, Both Friends Members, Create Centennial Art   
 

Wood Wind Wrap-up – Dan Engelke 
 

The idea to create Wood Wind began several years ago. Our families have had a long tradition of enjoying 
the State Park, and as an artist I get inspired by the dynamic splendor of it. When I realized 2009 was the 
100th anniversary of the Park, I was convinced this was the year to create this work. 
 

Artists traditionally produce works using permanent objects (e.g., paints, paper, textile, metal, clay and 
stone), and often they are referred to as “the frozen moment.”  My art differs in that it is more of a live 
performance lasting a relatively short time. I’m the fusion between a sculptor and a conductor. Instruments 
are created unique to the time and location and are set out to perform at a site. Like a conductor, I begin and 
end their performance. The musical score is delivered by nature itself. Thus, Wood Wind was created to 
elevate an awareness of Tennison Bay in real time and actual life. 
 

The sculptures were made from local woods; ash and cedar. Lights were solar powered LED’s.  
The top sections were a white stretch fabric. I started working on the sculptures in April and worked fulltime 
on them until the opening in August.  
 

Because of the size and shape of the work and the settings in which they are placed, it takes many people to 
help make these projects successful. It was no different with Wood Wind. In the past, university students 
were recruited to help. This year Jean depended on local volunteers, and more than sixty people stepped 
forward. They came from a variety of places, including many from the Friends group of Peninsula State 
Park. We were overwhelmed at the response. It was an exciting time for us; we hope it was for you too.   
 
Photo on page 5.  For more information visit: www.danengelke.com. 
 

Centennial Montage – Dave Hackett 
 

When the Centennial Committee decided that a fund raising "poster" in commemoration of this significant 
event be developed, I was honored by the suggestion that I do a design or painting. As a "retired" designer 
and illustrator, I decided this was a "godsend" challenge, considering that my wife's grandfather, 
A.E. Doolittle, was the first superintendent of the park and was responsible for the development of many of 
the park’s roads, trails, overlooks, tower(s), golf course, etc. It was exciting to think that I, being the 
beneficiary of meeting Carol when we were teenagers and eventually marrying her, was now in a position to 
give something back to this wonderful park by donating a painting celebrating 100 years as a Wisconsin 
State Park.  
 

With Carol's help, I researched books and historical archives about the park's development and came up with 
a concept based on images of 100 years of popular scenes and activities in the park. I then sketched selected 
images into a montage composition in preparation to do a watercolor painting. I wanted this painting to look 
like a vintage poster, thus I hand lettered all of the words and phrases rather than relying on typesetting. I 
decided that all of the "older" images be in a sepia tone rather than full color to portray a feeling of 
yesteryear, times past.  
 
I worked on this painting over a period of three months and, in all honesty, felt an unexpected pressure 
because I knew how much it meant to my wife Carol and her obvious close connection to the park. When the 
painting was completed, I felt satisfied that it portrayed the celebration of 100 years of pleasure and beauty 
for thousands of people.  It was my great fortune to be a part of this Centennial celebration.  
 
Photo on page 5.  For more information visit: www.hackettgallery.com. 
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Skiing to Sven’s Bluff 

By John and Susan Brauer 
 

In the winter most of the roads in Peninsula State Park are covered with deep snow, including 
Skyline Road to Sven’s Bluff.  The only plowed route for automobiles and bicycles consists of 
portions of Shore Road linked by Bluff Road.  To get to other parts of the snow-covered park 
one must use skis, snowmobiles, or snowshoes. 
    
Skiing is our favorite way to enjoy winter in Peninsula State Park and is the only way (other than 
snowmobiles) to reach Sven’s Bluff.  Sven’s Bluff is accessible via an extension to the Purple 
Loop ski trail.  You can park your car at Lot 3 and take the Purple Loop from there.  We prefer a 
longer route from the Park Office (Lot 1).  After purchasing the necessary trail pass, you can ski 
from Lot 1 starting on the White Loop, which is one of the easiest trails in the park.    Its only 
hills are small ones near Weborg Marsh.  Continuing on the White Loop leads you to an 
intersection where the Brown Loop continues straight ahead.  The Brown Loop goes up to the 
steep Niagara Escarpment, where a sign advises removal of skis.  Reaching the top, you may 
want to rest on the small bench kindly provided by our fine park staff. 
   
Continuing north along the Brown Loop, you follow the top of the Escarpment (called Hemlock 
Trail in the summer) with fine views of the distant ice-covered Green Bay.  After crossing 
Middle Road (watch for snowmobiles!) proceed northward to a trail intersection.  Turn left and 
you come to one of our favorite downhills.  It’s marked “caution—steep hill” on the top, and can 
indeed be dangerous especially when icy.  But if there’s a nice coating of powdery snow we find 
it quite safe and loads of fun.  Be sure to remember the purported words of an anonymous French 
ski instructor:  “Bend ze knees—five dollars please!” 
 
At the bottom of the hill, go straight ahead and follow the Purple Loop past Lot 3 and then up the 
hill toward Sven’s Bluff.  It’s quite a climb, and on your way up you must be sure to turn left at 
the sign marked “Sven’s Vista.”  Turning right is a shortcut, but we highly recommend 
continuing upward to Sven’s Bluff.  You can see why it’s worth the trip in this photo we took on 
Sven’s Bluff in February 2009. 
 

 
 

The view from Sven’s Bluff is 
wonderful year around, especially 
when the sun is setting.  But this 
view is particularly special for 
those who make the extra effort to 
visit the bluff in winter.   
 
John and Susan Brauer are charter 
Friends members and enthusiastic 
users of everything Peninsula State    
Park offers.  In the spring, summer 
and fall, you will find them hiking 
or bicycling in the park.  In the 
winter, they will be on their skies.   
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Friends of Peninsula State Park – Financial Report 
Fiscal year ending October 31, 2009 

 

Beginning Cash Balance, November 1, 2008 $ 67,231.69  
Ending Cash Balance, October 31, 2009 $92,325.17   
 
The largest source of income this year came from the sale of Centennial merchandise.  Kathleen 
Harris, in her report delivered at the Friends Annual Meeting in September, explained how she 
was advised to “brand” items to be sold as Centennial merchandise.  A Centennial graphic was 
developed for this purpose, which was printed on most Centennial merchandise.  Merchandise 
sales soared!  Friends Treasurer Carol Aulabaugh, amazed at the huge and frequent bank 
deposits being made from merchandise sales, asked Jane Barnowsky at the park office what was 
selling so well to produce these fantastic results.  Jane answered the question easily, “Anything 
with the Centennial graphic!”  Merchandise sales netted over $26,000  this last year! 
 

Major sources of income over $500  (amounts rounded to nearest 100 dollars): 
 

Merchandise Sales . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 26,000 
Donations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   10,600 
Memberships, new and renew . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,600 
Grants . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,300 
Interest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 500 
 

Major cash outlays over $500  (amounts rounded to nearest $100 dollars): 
 

Funds for Sunsets and S’mores musical revue . . . $10,000 
Hiring of a Centennial archive assistant . . . . . . . . .  2,800 
Invasive control supplies and contracted work  . . . .  2,000 
Funds provided for Centennial events . . . . . . . . . .  1,700 
Purchase of stump grinder . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,500 
Newsletters and brochures . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,200 
New entry sign . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,000 
Postage and office supplies  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 800 
 

The Friends are in a strong financial position to move forward into next year.  There are many 
good projects in the planning stages.  Watch for the spring newsletter with more news! 
 

 
Why Are Interpretive Programs Important? – Some Quotes 

 

“In the end, we will conserve what we love.  We love what we understand.  We will understand 
what we are taught.”   Baba Dioum - Senegalese environmentalist. 
 
“Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot, nothing is going to get better.  It’s not.” From 
the Dr. Seuss Environmental Children’s Classic, The Lorax. 
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Friends Business Members 
Let the following businesses know you appreciate their support of the Friends! 

 

Nicolet Bay Concessions 
 

This fully stocked camp store, snack bar, Shanty Bay clothing shop and rental facility featuring bicycles, sail 
boats, paddle boats, kayaks and canoes is located on Nicolet Bay Beach in Peninsula State Park. Web site: 
www.kayakdoorcounty.com/nicoletbeach.htm. 
 

Parkwood Lodge 
 

Parkwood Lodge features affordable, family-friendly Door County lodging.  The lodge features 60 rooms, a 
large indoor pool, whirlpool, grills, picnic area, playground, tennis courts and lots of open space to play!  
Located at 3775 State Highway 42, midway between the Fish Creek and golf course entrances and directly 
across from Peninsula State Park, Parkwood Lodge is at the center of everything in northern Door County.  
www.parkwoodlodge.com 
 

Thomas Pfeifer Insurance 
 

Thomas Pfeifer Insurance can assist you with your auto, homeowners, business, health & life or group health 
insurance needs.  The agency is located conveniently at The Professional Center, 10589 S. Highland Road, 
Suite 2, Sister Bay, Wisconsin.  For more information, visit their web site: www.thomaspfeifer.com. 
 

Ecology Sports 
 

Ecology Sports clothing, gear store and Base Camp Coffee Bar is located at 10904 Highway 42 north, 1/2 mile 
north of the Sister Bay Marina, in Sister Bay.  Ecology Sports features clothing, books, accessories and canoes 
to get out there and have a great time interacting with the Earth's natural elements. Web site: 
www.ecologysports.com. 
 

Nor Door Sport and Cyclery 
 

Nor Door Sport and Cyclery is located at 4007 Highway 42 Fish Creek, WI, close to the Fish Creek entrance to 
Peninsula State Park.  Featuring bike rentals and sales along with bike accessories and clothing, Nor Door also 
handles winter rentals of skies, snowshoes and snow tubes.  For more information, visit their web site: 
www.nordoorsports.com. 
 

Wild Tomato Wood-Fired Pizza and Grille 
 

Located at 4023 State Highway 42 within a stones throw of the Fish Creek entrance to Peninsula State Park, the 
Wild Tomato features appetizers, salads, sandwiches, wood-fired pizza and a children’s menu.  Fresh bakery 
goods are also available including sourdough bread baked in the wood-fired grill.  Web site: 
www.wildtomatopizza.com.   
 

Gibraltar Grill 
 

Located on Hwy 42, 3993 Main St. in Fish Creek, the Gibraltar Grill offers casual family dining featuring 
entrées of rib eye steak, grilled salmon, pan-fried walleye, pasta, and specialty sandwiches.  Lunch and dinner is 
served in the dining room, the screened porch with stone fireplace and the beautifully landscaped patio.   
Web Site:  www.gibraltargrill.com 
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On Deck Clothing 
 

On Deck's sense of style has become a Door County standard for the classic, casual clothing that blends right 
in with the relaxed local landscape.  On Deck stores are located in Sister Bay, across from the Sister Bay 
Bowl; in Fish Creek at 4168 Main St.; and in Sturgeon Bay at the corner of 3rd and Jefferson Streets.  Web 
Site: www.ondeckclothing.com 
 

Homestead Suites 
 

Door County lodging at its finest—the Homestead Suites is your best location for a Door County vacation! 
You can find our hotel resort easily on Main Street, 4006 State Hwy 42, Fish Creek, with all the restaurants 
and shops nearby. In addition, our hotel and condo rentals have Peninsula State Park as our backyard, so you 
can practically bike, hike, or cross country ski right from your door. Web Site: www.homesteadsuites.com 
 

Door County Kayak Tours 
 

Kayak Tours is located at the top of the hill when leaving Egg Harbor going south in the beautiful log 
building on your right.  Door County Kayak tours will meet and exceed your expectations.  When you go 
kayaking with a Guided Door County Kayak Tour you will be able to relax and take in some of the most 
beautiful scenery in the Midwest. In this fast-paced world of work, traffic, kids and life, we understand how 
important quality travel is these days.  Web Site: www.doorcountykayaktours.com  
 

The Cookery 
 

The Cookery, located at 4135 Hwy 42 in downtown Fish Creek, has a spectacular menu, great employees 
who work hard to make every part of your dining experience special, and wonderful pastries and baked 
goods for you to take home. You may call us a little biased, though; after all, we put in a lot of effort and use 
the finest ingredients to prepare each meal.  Web Site: www.cookeryfishcreek.com 
 
 

About The Friends 
 

The Friends assist Peninsula State Park by supplying funds and volunteer help to complement park 
programs.  Pen Friends summarizes the Friends volunteer and monetary contributions at Peninsula State 
Park for all Friends members.  The full and part time park staff, along with other volunteers and partners--
e.g. camp hosts, Peninsula Golf Associates, American Folklore Theatre, Door County Historical Society, 
etc.-- make the Peninsula experience what it is; great interpretive programs, camping, hiking, biking, golfing, 
skiing, and other activities that draw thousands to this park every year.  The Friends are a piece of this 
picture and serve to enhance the park experience.  Patti Podgers said it well in an article about the park in 
Door County Magazine, “The Friends of Peninsula State Park . . . are crucial to the continuing health and 
well-being of the park.” Thank you for being a Friend! 
 
For more information about the Friends and the 2009 Centennial celebration, visit the Friends web site: 
www.PeninsulaFriends.org 
 
 

 


